by Elisa Krovilit

Vie folidays are o great

Lime fo el .I'rJIQ':'H'.'('r el

celebrate. It's the one
time of the year iwhen families
make o I|'r.-'.'.".'.!." af I'.‘rq.r.!'.l':!:'rj.r.ll:_;
fogether, friends make time 1o
thetr hectic schedules to connect
with each other, and celebrating
and good tdings are in the air.
{t also mreans that at some poist
yeut'll probably
entertain. As wonderfal as it 15
to throw a great party and open
your home o faomily  and
[friends, thiz part of the holiday

tradition i a major stress for

fave 1o

Chair-man Mill atals to add pi ting 3 table or serving a party. Call 416-391-0400 or

prany people, The way to go i3 ; : | He s ) e
i L chaimmanmills.com, Yo all the available rental iems and price list on the webuite, but it's worth a vinit 1o the she

to have a plan....

* Be realistic. How many people can your
home hold. Small space? Don't be shy,
Ill'lll;'\ III_I"I-[I., Use I):Il"!l'l'ﬁ' .‘hll.ll.'1'.\. I'lHI\.Il'I.i.
have party rooms for just such an
occasion, as do some A partments. .‘;P:Iu'i'
hearers on patios add an extra room o
homes and creares a E'lr.'lr;.:l.'[ spot if you
don't want smoking in the house.

*Dinner parties require more exack
numbers, cockeail parties tend to have a
looser protocal — people pop in for shor
periods; guests often bring a guest.

*Will vou offer a selection of wine or @
complete bar? Should you serve non-
aleohalic beverages only? [s there

something for the kids as well as adulrs?

* Advice from a professional can come in
handy here. Michelle Hune and Laura
Panter, owners of The Martin Club, pur
wogether drink lists for parties as well as
restaurants and bars. Michelle offers a
few sugpestions to help the party along,
“Gireat drinks: make for a great party
Create a drink menu,” Michelle urges.
“Have a selection of four or five. You can
mix them by the pitccher” Michelle
explains that this gets your guests trying
something new instead of going for their
boring old “default” drink. At The

the reatal passib

Marmni Club I|||;1_; often create fun,
personalized drink menus or marting
lists that include theme names. They've
thrown “Sex in the City’ pamies with
Cosmopolitans and The Mister Big on
the drink menu., They've also put
together dnnk lists where the drnks are
named afeer the hosts, their business,
even their pets. The drinks are colourful,
flavourful  and  have
garnishes. Guests aften want to try them
all. They also suggest keeping the
aleohol content down so that you don't

nteresiing

get your guesis overly intoxicated
several 1t'||".'L' -0, MArTLNS may I!‘l' (L]
much to handle for many gEuests,

Wnusual flaral designs are great for
i - 416-468-4434,

e 2re unbelievabls

*For fun you might want to introduce i
special aleohol. HPNOTIO s all the
rage among the stars. It's a very
wirquoise mix of mple-disulled vodka,
cognac and tropical froe juices, that
looks great i a glass. Tequila is another
popular ong, and new on the market 1s
Patron, a label being distnbuted by Dan
Akrovd, Both are available ar the LECBC)

* Are you hiring a caterer or doing it your-
selif Have you considered a podluck? T
takes some of the pressure and expense
off of you. Are children going 1o ear the
same menu as the adults? Are you pair
irl:.; vour food w your wine/dreink lise?
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(all The Martini Club ac 416-T78-5305

An easy shorteur is prepared hors
d'ocuvres or take-away appetizers from
restaurants, A dinner wall
ation, though

even for a cockeail parmy there should be

sit=dlown

require a lor more pr

something for vour guests to mibble on,
balancing out alcohol consumption,

* Do you have a theme in mind? Flowers
and candles are always a porgeous touch.
Tradinonal or unusual, think chrough
the colours and the styles you want before
you go o wwn on decorations. If vou
have a big tree, make sure it's not
intruding on mingling guests. If you lack
seating, rent some, And be careful where
vou hang the mistletoe!

*Are you bringing in the band, entertain-
ers or a D7 Karaoke machines are
inexpensive and fun for larger parties.
Perhaps you want to load up the CDs or
set a playlist on the computer. Music adds
to the mood of any party.

* Another hist — make a checklist of every-
thing you need. Try to be as thorough as
possible, from napkins and extra toilet
paper o gprocenes and seeeamers. Don't
forget the ice. You will need a locofice. You
may be fomunate enough to have cvery-
thing you need, the caterers may be bring-
ing some of the stuff with them, but a great
|i|[|:'r|||1.[|1|":' 4] ‘ll_‘aFll)":ll'IIr_':ﬁ or t'llé: I'Il_lrfh,lM"‘-
of servingware that won'tbe a huge part of
your repertoire is to rent them, Mary
Crothers, president of Chair-man Mills,
has some grear suggestions for inexpensive
and easy ways to ake your party up a
notch, "If you rent anything, rent plass-
ware,” advises Mary They come by the

homeanddecor.ca

e Smimoff Holiday Cruise
f Yodka
3 oz Ocean Spray Ruby Red Grapefruit

dozens in sloted boxes.
Easy to handle, you can
use fresh glasses wathout
washing, and the rentals
can be sent back diryg Juse
fill the boxes back up. You

can rent serving dishes of

any size. Mary suppests
picking coloured glass o
add special flair, noting
that even plain water
makes
when it's served in a red
fluted glass. You can rent
almost anything, from
fine china o funky sushi
plates, mables, extra sear-
ing, festive rablecloths,
rt.mrw:nrr. ‘.||'-'l:;l OF EvVeén
tﬂp-l'lt-lhl.‘-]i!'lr Riedel
crystal. Mary has some grear suggestions
for small budgers that will really make
things festive without breaking your budg-
et — they realize how costly big parties can
be so don’t be afraid to investigate.

The Martini Club N IMpression

* Mary also suggests using intercsting items
in unusual ways for decorations. Fill a glass
bowl with water, add a few drops of food
colouring and float some candles or flow
ers, Its quite easy and inexpensive with
great effect. Shot glasses can line the centre
of a table holding single stems. It also
makes a bunch of fow-

guest to show up early, It takes serious co-
ordination to get it all cooked and plated,

(] =L || COUrses,

especially if there
I"uttin}: labels on ["i.ltt'\ iy make sery
ing multiple dishes at different times go
more smoothly Make sure. there's time
for a last-minute game plan with the
eaterer and/or staff if you have help.

* Our-of-towners and late-nighe revelers
need a place o stay, prepare for it
beforchand 2o thar there's no scrambie
for pillows, bedding, taxi or hotel phone
numbers when You re exhausted. You are
lr:g.l”:.' rr:i]mlhi]rll, for guests that have
I'H."I.‘l:?mf In[ilx'l‘:”"tl an !..'I:lllr t](llllL'_ 14

]'H.'tl.{l '.’.'.-JIJ':H.T 20fme kl} L ]\[{jl‘ L F'IHI“{.‘
numbers on hand and check for area
hotels that are reasonably priced for

guests  that

condominiums have guest suites. Find

may need them, Many
out how many are available, and offer
them to guests when sending out the
INVIEGONS,

*There's a lov of cleamng to do and you
always want your home to look its best
when guests arrive. When they leave
there will be another session of cleaning
to do, Make sure extra supplies are on
hand, think about hiring help il you can.
Extra garbage, empty bottles and lots of
left-overs  are I:'KE'I-:'I'H,'I,E. Consider

whether you're allowing guests o smoke
in your home or designating an outdoor
spot. You may want to put a hig can in
the smokers area as a safety measure — it
also makes for casy clean up. HD

ers o a long way Use
!I'\.[“.rl 'r|||'||:'\ €5 IIJ..“,I'_
cards for formal dinners,
they make grear limde
gifts for guests o ke
away when the
evening’s over. Don't be
afraid to get crafiy, A
great tp - Chair-man
Mills sells ice, pick up a
few extra bags.

* Diclegate, delegate, del-
egate, There's a lot
more o I.I!I s r|||_ I".L]'l'..
.'IIF‘]I .||,|I|‘[l|.;|l_'||L'!1_

h[alkl' SURE Yo I,'II.Irl I-I:II'

what needs o be

|!ltl.'kl:'-:| up; ensure that

someone is home m

accept deliveries; and

count on A

always

Sub Zero Martini

| oz. HFMOTIQ

| oz, Orange Rum

| az. Coconut Rum
Splash of Fineapple Juice

Gamish with mini sugar cube, stir

sticks and rim martini glass with

cacanu.

-HPNOTIO




