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COCKTAIL DEVELOPMENT IS EQUAL PARTS AST,
l?-:htm:r and inspiration, s any mlmlﬂgis.u.
‘worth tneir swizzle sticks can tell you Tasenta-
bazed drink desigrers Michelle Hust and
Laura Panler, also known a5 The Masiing Club.
use words like *gorgecus® and “heaidtiful™
when descriting thelr manslbaus concaslions.
The splashy descriptors am apeopos.

‘Wrezther they am scalieg up the gtz Dehind
the bar &1 a Teroma Inbematioral Film Festival
party (where they are as ubiquitous as Atom
Egeyan), teaching hartending seminars or chll
ing with beverage industry imsiders, these suave
wormen know how to shake things up

The Martini Club semves Frank Sinaira-
smooth cockzails, satisfping Blends trat elec-
trify the palate and beg for fether study Thise
are not ordinary drinks - thiy alier rsads g
shart conversaboes, Fun and Panler describe
their creations in almagl fen-like terms,
*where the cocktail & thae pary,”

The 8, Club’s naked martini offers some
iy |;|II ima the Taa of their rarting mastery it's
brets cuarics of widban [sbeaipght from the freezer),
an atgrmizer sfnermouth, gamzhed witha fesh
cul 2prig of rosernany.

“Rosemary's essenbal oils are said to hedp
il you've got @ hangover” says Panter, {"Or a
headache; it's a pichmeup,” pipes in Hunt.
They kave this cule tendency of finlshing cach
olher's senfences:) "It%s raked =scept for this
little spreg, |whach-acts| ke a fig keaf” saps
Panter, condinuieg on about the diink whii
recipe came 1o her in & deeam. "B wake me @
In the middle of the might, it was o strosg,
I staried snelling rosamarny end geing, ‘Oh my
Gied, this &5 #, the niked rartinil™

Mlary Bamaics drinks hisd equally suspicious
beginnings. Legend Fas it that in 1853, amidst
& beeak i fighting during the Spanish-American
Wir, an Arserican ciptain poured rum inbo his
Cikos, and woils, 3 college staple was created,
Thit i why in Castr country the drink still gpes
by its criginal name, Cuba Libre,

Time will tel if ane of The Martini Cub’s hun-
dreds of creations will have the same staying
powes. One such conkender is The Persuader &
delectabls vodka-based cocktail infsed with
sour raspberry and hpchee ligueurs, with & splash
of cranbemy uice, seneed 1=l and oy boppod off
with Fozen Busberries. "ﬁul.l.i[-g:th}u}i:udm
these things,” assures Hink
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ARE THE REIGHING DUEEMS OF COCKTAIL CREATION. EY MICHAEL DOUC

The spcrel boa great marbios i kneping it cocl, 1€s sbways in the defails, Mary people have been
lurred off the drink because they've siruggled b down a lukewarm marting which = about as appeal
ing as windshiedd wiper Auid. & il our minirg bowd ko the brim with Tiesh e, evan frGoe mardin,
amd we st or shakie depending oo what the customes wanis,” says Huni

zualy we lise o stir beciuse @ deesn't frath 2nd hreak up all the sloohol mcleodes =1 g a
nice viponoers shir s thed the swial is just cracking on the siber sidy of the shakers ™ theadds

e dio e seminars, hat's Hew weird we are about i, says Panler, “Hobedy Iu_:'ﬂ,ﬂihi i
martini back fiar hiseg poa cald ™ 2

Like dop cwniers whis e teninusdy moph b receenhle ther e FHinl nnd n-rnl.-_:;'ﬂ. ";r_
cations of their favourie drinks — well, al feast certain elements of them. Thay hawxr-cniﬁ"gn
thought fo what they'd taste like in a conical-shaped glass

*I'd e pure gnd hard god lear. 1 be a nabed martini for sure " sags Hunt i |

“Sameihing cempleited,” posits Panter, |

W'l B 1 call it B Aail Lavigne,” goads Hant,

I waeadd Certainly Flve Do bave gin in i1," Panter continues.

SO, plinky memoyers I

For mgipes and mare martini musings ard ma:hj'ﬁ-:.ﬂ:il: the gaki unl'r'r?:r:inxlu*:. com |
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